
Spokane Mayor Mary Verner has proposed
separate leadership for the Spokane Regional
Solid Waste System and the City of Spokane
Solid Waste Management Department. The
change must be presented for approval by the
City Council.

Since 2001, one director has managed
both the Spokane Regional Solid Waste
System and the City of Spokane Solid Waste
Management Department. The Spokane
Regional Solid Waste System manages the
disposal of solid waste within Spokane
County and operates the Waste-to-Energy
facility, two transfer stations, and the
Northside Landfill. The Solid Waste
Management Department picks up residential
and commercial garbage and recyclables
within the City of Spokane.

“Our partners want to ensure that the
interests of all Spokane County’s local gov-
ernments and citizens are represented,” the
Mayor said. “I’m working to improve service
delivery by giving the Regional System a
leadership focus that is distinct from manag-
ing the pickup and disposal by the City of

Spokane’s Solid Waste Management
Department.”

This change also will accommodate the
additional workload anticipated at the
Regional System, as the bonds for the Waste-
to-Energy facility will be retired in 2011 and
new agreements with the regional partners
will need to be negotiated.

Russ Menke, who has 30 years’ experi-
ence as a consulting engineer, has been
appointed to serve as the Interim Director of
the Spokane Regional Solid Waste System.
Scott Windsor, Disposal Operations
Superintendent for the Solid Waste
Management Department, is serving as the
Interim Director of the Department pending
Council action.

The Spokane Regional Solid Waste
System was created by an Interlocal
Agreement between Spokane County and the
City of Spokane in 1988. Since then, 12
regional cities and towns and Fairchild Air
Force Base have joined the Spokane Regional
Solid Waste System, which operates as a
department of the City of Spokane.
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MayorVerner proposes separate
leadership for Spokane’s
Regional SolidWaste System

Spring has sprung

Hey Spokane County Residents:
LeaveYour Labels On!

In January, the offices
of the Spokane
Regional Solid Waste
System moved to

temporary quarters at N. 2900 Nevada Street in northeast Spokane. The System staff
should be in new, permanent headquarters by this summer.

All phone numbers, including the Recycling Hotline, remain the same.
Please continue to send mail to the System at 808 West Spokane Falls Boulevard,

Spokane, WA 99201.

Household Hazardous Waste collected during
the 2007 Spring House Greening event was
taken to System transfer stations for safe and
proper disposal.

Need help disposing of your household haz-
ardous waste? On Saturday, April 19, seniors
and the physically challenged will receive assis-
tance with pickup and disposal of Household
Hazardous Waste during the 2008 Spring House
Greening event. This event is sponsored by
RSVP (The Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program), the Spokane Regional Health
District, and the Spokane Regional Solid Waste
System. Assistance from volunteers, neighbor-
hood councils, C.O.P.S., and S.C.O.P.E. con-
tributes to the continued success of this event.

Household Hazardous Waste includes
materials such as old batteries, lawn/garden
products, oil-based paint, varnish, oil, cleaning

solvents, poisons, and other chemicals. If
these products are not disposed of properly,
they can be harmful to one’s health and cause
serious damage to the environment.

Many of these items are still perfectly
useful or can be recycled. Each of the
Spokane Regional Solid Waste System’s trans-
fer stations offers a reuse table where citizens

can pick up unused paint and common house-
hold chemicals for free—especially after
Spring House Greening.

If you need assistance, please call 509-
228-3193 to coordinate pickup and safe dis-
posal of your Household Hazardous Waste.
Leave a message and a volunteer will return
your call.

A new and improved recycling bin sticker hit
the streets in March. Besides a new look, the
sticker is sporting some new information.

It’s now okay to leave labels on those tin
cans. Previously those labels had to be
removed. Labels can now stay on all contain-
ers: aluminum and tin cans, glass bottles and
jars, Code 1 (PETE) plastic bottles and jars,
and Code 2 (HDPE) uncolored plastic bottles
and jugs.

And don’t forget those old cell phones
and chargers! Put them in a plastic bag with
your household batteries. Place the bag on top
of your residential recycling bin. The phones,
chargers, and batteries are picked up and
shipped out to be recycled.

Speaking of recycling bins, using them
pays off! Spokane County residents helped to

divert and recycle a total of
455,528 tons of material in
Spokane County in 2006,
as documented by the
Washington Department of
Ecology. This included, but
wasn’t limited to:
• 1,499 tons of plastics
• 4,539 tons of glass
• 2,460 tons of batteries
• 104,402 tons of metals
• 15,720 tons of
newsprint

• 25,240 tons of card-
board

Thank you for recycling. Keep up the
good work!
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The Spokane Regional Solid Waste System
provides clean and convenient, one-stop
drops for recyclables, household hazardous

waste, yard waste, and trash. All residents in Spokane County have a choice of the fol-
lowing three locations:

Waste To Energy Facility
Recycling Center /
Disposal Site
2900 S. Geiger Blvd.
West of Spokane across
from the Washington State
Patrol

North County Recycling
Center / Transfer Station
N. 22123 Elk-Chattaroy
Road
Intersection
Elk-Chattaroy Road
and Highway 2

Valley Recycling
Center / Transfer
Station
3941 N. Sullivan Road
South of Trent across
from Spokane
Industrial Park

Extended hours and variable fees for “Clean
Green” yard debris began on Tuesday, April
1st at all Solid Waste System Disposal sites!
Remember, all sites open at 7 a.m. every day.
On Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays, all
sites stay open until 7 p.m. In addition, the
Valley Transfer Station will stay open until 7
p.m. on Thursdays. Clean Green can be deliv-
ered during all hours that sites are open; how-
ever, rates vary depending on delivery time
and day:
• From 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., there is a mini-
mum charge of $5 for up to 280 pounds of
Clean Green yard debris. Amounts over
the first 280 pounds are charged at 35
cents per 20 pounds. Exception: On days
that the sites are open late, this rate is in
effect until 3 p.m. only.

• From 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on the days sites
are open late, the first 100 pounds of
Clean Green are free. Amounts over the
first 100 pounds are charged at 35 cents
per 20 pounds.

• Senior Citizens (+62) enjoy reduced rates
during all weekday hours (Monday
through Friday). The first 100 pounds are
free. Amounts over the first 100 pounds
are charged at 35 cents per 20 pounds.

Citizens may deliver trash ($98.00 per
ton), recyclables (free), and Household
Hazardous Waste (free) during all hours that
sites are open. For additional details, call the
Recycling Hotline, 625-6800, or visit
www.solidwaste.org.

Clean Green Prices
Subject to Change!
Check out the July edition of “One Man’s
Trash...” for details or call the Recycling
Hotline at 625-6800 for updates.

We’ve moved!

Plastics
Code 1 (PETE) Bottles & Jars
No lids, rinse, labels OK
Only plastic bottles with necks
smaller than their bases are
accepted.

Code 2 (HDPE) Uncolored Bottles & JugsNo lids, rinse, labels OK
No tubs or dishes
No colored code 2 or other codes
No plastic bags
Only uncolored plastic bottles
with necks smaller than their
bases are accepted.

www.solidwaste.org

Cans: Aluminum & Tin
Labels OK
Rinse well
No foil, foil trays or scrap metal

Recycling Hotline, 625-6800

Newspapers
Bundle or bag
No plastic bags

Magazines & Phone Books
Bundle or bag
No catalogs or junk mail

Glass Bottles & Jars
Brown, green or clear only
Rinse, labels OK
No lids

Acceptable Materials

Cell Phones
Put in plastic bag with household batteriesOK to include chargers

Cardboard & Brown Paper BagsCorrugated cardboard only
Flatten & bundle (Max. 2’ x 2’)
No cereal or pizza boxes

Batteries
Household: Put in plastic bag
Put bag on top of bin
Vehicle batteries: Place next to bin

System facilities

Spring House Greening scheduled
for Saturday,April 19





April 1 – Extended Hours begin at
Disposal Sites!
April 4–April 6 – Home & Garden
Show at the Spokane Convention Center
— Be sure to visit our booth!
April 12, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – North
County Chipping & Compost Day,
Highway 395 & Monroe Road, Fire
District 4, Station 49 — Free chipping
and disposal services will be available,
as well as information on composting
and non-burning options for yard debris.
April 19, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Celebrate
Earth Day at Riverfront Park
April 19 – Spring House Greening —
See details on the front page.
April 19–April 26 – Mercury Disposal
Days (residential only) — Call the
Recycling Hotline, 625-6800, for details.
April 26 – Spring Compost Fair — See
article on this page.
May 8 – Spokane Youth Environmental
Conference at Spokane Community
College
May 10 – 2008 Garden Expo, “Hocus
Crocus,” sponsored by The Inland
Empire Gardeners at Spokane
Community College
May 18–May 21 – Washington State
Recycling Association Conference in
Pasco, Washington
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Do you have questions about recycling
your containers and papers, disposing of
household hazardous waste, electronics
recycling, battery disposal, or recycling
tires and appliances? Call the Recycling
Hotline at 625-6800 or visit www.solid
waste.org.

Page 4 Spring 2008

Celebrate Arbor Day at the
Spring Compost Fair on
Saturday, April 26th, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m., at the John A.
Finch Arboretum. Master
Composters will host a variety of
hands-on demonstrations, includ-
ing showing off a “hot” compost
pile and a worm bin complete
with little red wigglers turning
food scraps into fertilizer.
Participants will learn about the
types of materials used in com-
posting, how to build and turn a
compost pile, and how to choose
the right compost bin.

The Spring Compost Fair is
free and open to the public.
Spokane County attendees (with
identification verifying their resi-
dence) may receive a free plastic
compost bin after completing the
various composting exercises.
There is a limit of one bin per
household. The bins are provided
by the Spokane Regional Solid
Waste System and the Washing-
ton Department of Ecology.

The John A. Finch Arbore-
tum is located at the intersection
of Sunset Highway and “F”
Street.

For more information on the
Spring Compost Fair, call the
Recycling Hotline at 625-6800.

Spokane Regional Solid Waste System
Liaison Board
The mission of the Liaison Board is to rec-
ommend policy and advise on matters per-
taining to the Spokane Regional Solid
Waste System. This includes management
of solid waste and related environmental
issues throughout all of Spokane County.
Recommendations are forwarded to the
Spokane City Council for legislative action
and to the Spokane County Board of
Commissioners on matters specified in the
Interlocal Agreement. The members are all
elected officials and serve at the discretion
of their respective governmental bodies.

These are the current Liaison Board
members:
• Bob Apple, Chair, City of Spokane
Councilman

• Michael Allen, City of Spokane
Councilman

• Curt Huff, City of Cheney Councilman
• Bonnie Mager, Spokane County
Commissioner

• Mark Richard, Spokane County
Commissioner

• Gary Schimmels, City of Spokane
Valley Councilman

Solid Waste Advisory Committee
The Solid Waste Advisory Committee
(SWAC) is assigned the task of assisting in
the development of programs and policies
concerning solid waste handling and dis-
posal and reviewing and commenting upon
proposed rules, policies, or ordinances prior
to their adoption.

The Spokane County SWAC meets on
the fourth Wednesday of each month from 3
to 5 p.m. at the Washington Department of
Ecology office, located at 4601 N. Monroe.
All meetings are open to the public.

Members of the Spokane County
SWAC represent five groups from within
our community: elected officials; the solid
waste industry; businesses; public interests,
such as community or environmental orga-
nizations; and citizens-at-large. Current

members include:
• Commissioner Bonnie Mager, Spokane
County (elected official)

• Councilman Steven Taylor, City of
Spokane Valley (elected official)

• Councilman Michael Allen, City of
Spokane (elected official)

• Dave Alvarado (solid waste industry)
• Frank Etter (business)
• Tom Flanagan (public interest)
• Ken Gimpel (solid waste industry)
• Clyde Haase (business)
• Joe Jacobs (solid waste industry)
• Mike Noder (solid waste industry)
• Sheila Pachernegg, Vice-Chair (citizen-
at-large)

• K.C. Traver, Chair (citizen-at-large)
Currently there are four vacancies on

the SWAC: two representatives of public
interests; one citizen-at-large; and one busi-
ness representative. Anyone interested in
serving on the SWAC should contact the
Spokane County Board of Commissioners
at 477-2265 or visit www.solidwaste.org for
a link to the Spokane County application
for boards and commissions.

Board Profiles

Every year, more than
250 cities, along with
hundreds of businesses
and organizations, cele-
brate recycling by par-
ticipating in “Clean
Your Files Day.” This
event encourages year-
round recycling of
office paper products
nationwide by reinvigorating existing recy-
cling programs and increasing recovery of
recyclables. To learn more about “Clean
Your Files Day,” visit www.usmayors.
org/uscm/recycle/clean/2004toolkit.pdf.

Great ideas
for reducing
yard debris
Grasscycling: This
is a simple, natural
approach to lawn
care. Between mid-
April and October,
about 90% of all
yard trimmings in
the Spokane area are
grass clippings.
Leaving finely
chopped grass clip-
pings on the lawn
improves the health
of your lawn,
reduces your waste
volume, and lowers
your disposal costs.
Call the Recycling
Hotline, 625-6800,
for a free video on
grasscycling (while
supplies last).
Home Composting: Home composting is
an economical and convenient alternative to
bagging yard debris for disposal or hauling
it to transfer stations. Composting, a form
of “natural” recycling, takes ordinary green
and brown yard waste and transforms it into
a superior soil amendment that improves
the health of plants. Compost enhances
water absorption and is an attractive mulch
that promotes weed and erosion control.
Use compost on your yard and garden to
improve your soil and plants. Save money
and resources! Worm bins can dispose of
kitchen scraps.

For more information or brochures on
grasscycling and home composting, call the
Recycling Hotline at 625-6800.

Thank you,
Master Composters!
The volunteer Master Composters play an
active role in Spokane County’s Regional
Solid Waste System. In exchange for
intensive training on home composting,
Master Composters are asked to con-
tribute at least 40 hours of service to pro-
mote the practice of home composting
throughout the Spokane community. This
successful program has been in operation
since 1988. Every year the list of volun-
teers completing the program continues to
grow and community outreach increases.
The 2008 Master Composter Training
Class is underway and will conclude at
the Compost Fair on April 26. If you are
interested in this training program, call the
Recycling Hotline, 625-6800, to get on
the list for next year.
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We want your suggestions,
questions and comments!

Spokane Regional
Solid Waste System

808 W. Spokane Falls Boulevard
Spokane, WA 99201
(509) 625-6580
www.solidwaste.org

amurphy@spokanecity.org
kstratton@spokanecity.org

Garbage In
75,297.51 tons disposed
66,932.70 tons processed at WTE
2,594.69 tons of ferrous metal
recovered from ash

18,555.48 tons of ash disposed at
Rabanco

Electricity Generation
43,340 MWh produced
6,822 MWh used to run facility
36,518 MWh sold to Puget Sound Energy

Notice of Violation None
Revenues After Electricity Transmission Expenses
$3,783,209.80

October–December 2007

Spring Compost Fair


